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SUMMARY

KLITSCHKO tells the captivating story of the boxing world’s most famous brothers: Vitali and Wladimir 
Klitschko. From the socialist drill of their childhood in the Ukraine, and their first successes as amateurs, 
to their move to Germany and subsequent rise as international stars on the verge of holding the 
championship titles of all five boxing federations (Wladimir secured this with his unanimous World Boxing 
Association win against David Haye on July 2nd, 2011). Along the way they experience defeats and 
setbacks, low points and triumphant comebacks as well as conflicts with each other. Exciting 
conversations with companions and opponents, including the very first with the Klitschkos’ parents, give 
insight into their personal lives. Plus never-before-seen footage of the draining preparations for a fight and 
the spectacular boxing matches. Director Sebastian Dehnhardt composes an intimate and fascinating 
portrait of two exceptional athletes who are, before all else, brothers.

YEAR OF PRODUCTION 2011

GENRE Documentary

LANGUAGE English, German and Russian with English subtitles

LENGTH 110 minutes

FEATURING Vitali Klitschko, Wladimir Klitschko, Fritz Sdunek (Vitali’s coach), Emanuel Steward 

(Wladimir’s coach), Bernd Bönte (Manager), Wladimir Rodionowitsch Klitschko (Father), Nadeshda 
Uljanowna Klitschko (Mother), Natalia Klitschko (Vitali’s wife), Lennox Lewis (former world Heavyweight 
champion), Lamon Brewster (former world Heavyweight champion), Chris Byrd (former world 
Heavyweight champion)

Director Sebastian Dehnhardt 
Producer Leopold Hoesch
Director of Photography Johannes Imdahl
Editing Lars Roland
Music Stefan Ziethen
Sound Design Florian Kaltenegger 

Shooting Locations Germany, Ukraine, 
USA, Kazakhstan, Canada, Austria and 
Switzerland
Shooting Period May 2009 – March 2011!
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PRESS NOTES

KLITSCHKO tells an amazing story about two brothers who were born into hard times, yet aspired to be 
world champions. Even more amazing is the fact that it’s true.

Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko are brothers who are a household name in international boxing. Their 
matches draw audiences in more then 100 countries around the globe. These remarkable boxing brothers 
from the Ukraine are icons, idols, and heroes. But who are these boxing gentlemen who hold PhDs and 
speak four languages? Where are they from and how did they come this far? Will Wladimir dominate the 
heavyweight boxing for another five years and will Vitali continue in politics to one day become president 
of his home country? And will they really keep their promise to their mother to never fight each other? 

International Emmy Award winning director Sebastian Dehnhardt accompanied the Klitschkos over the 
course of two years in Germany, the Ukraine, the USA, Kazakhstan, Canada, Austria, and Switzerland.

Corinth Films will release KLITSCHKO in North America in Fall 2011. The film premiered April 2011 at 
Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Film Festival in New York where early reviews described it as “nothing short of 
fantastic” (Boxing Insider). KLITSCHKO is a Broadview Pictures production funded with monies from the 
NRW Film Fund and the German Federal Film Fund.

For further press material please contact John Poole Jr.: sales@corinthfilms.com, Tel.: 610–509–8350.
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Director Sebastian Dehnhardt about KLITSCHKO

In heavyweight boxing, the Klitschkos are our Kennedys. An objectionable comparison perhaps, but at 
least – to some extent – that’s the way it feels. We Germans have adopted the two Klitschko brothers 
from Ukraine as our own and have locked them away in our hearts. As many as 60,000 people will flock to 
soccer stadiums to see them, millions more will sit at the edge of their seats in front of their TV screens 
when “our boys“ enter the ring, driven to give the rest of the boxing elite a thrashing.

Making a film about the phenomenon “Klitschko“ means documenting them in a brilliant picture-packed 
presentation. But I wanted much more. I wanted to get behind the scenes; to be taken by the hand and to 
climb into the catacombs of this formidable sport in order to gain a grasp of the human psyche that is so 
prevalent in the boxing scene.

The Klitschkos granted me permission, allowing me to gain an exclusive insight into the cosmos that has 
so impressed me. That’s what this film is all about. It’s about chivalry, which, in our modern world, only 
reminds us of times long past. It’s about values like allegiance, discipline and the power of purpose. It 
deals with fortitude, culture and intelligence, and with the killer instinct of exceptional athletes. But most of 
all it’s about the strength only a cohesive family can provide. Moreover, it’s about the unconditional 
brotherly love that gives these two extraordinary human beings their vigor, which in turn makes them the 
envy of the boxing world. I was privileged – I was allowed to capture this love with the camera.
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VITALI KLITSCHKO

Vitali Klitschko was born on July 19th 1971 in Kirgizstan. Vitali fought his first bout in 1996 and he won his 
first heavyweight championship in 1996 by knockout against the English Herbie Hide (WBO). In 2004 
Vitali Klitschko became the holder of the WBC title by defeating Corrie Sanders in the Staples Centre of 
Los Angeles. But due to physical injuries he had to lay down the title in 2005 and resign from boxing.

By returning to the ring after almost four years in October 2008 and winning the WBC title once again, he 
proved to be an exceptional sportsman. By doing so Vitali became the forth boxer in the history after 
Muhammad Ali, Evander Holyfield and Lennox Lewis to win a world heavyweight belt for the third time. 
According to the boxing journal “The Ring” Vitali’s victory was the “Comeback of the year 2008” and the 
Laureus Academy awarded him for this outstanding achievement with the „Laureus World Sports 
Comeback Award“.

With this victory Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko are the first brothers in the history of boxing to hold world 
championship titles in heavyweight at the same time. Vitali Klitschko holds the world championship title of 
the international boxing organization WBC. Vitali Klitschko is a man with visions. One of these visions is to 
help his home country Ukraine toward a better future. Because of that he is pursuing a political career 
outside the ring in Ukraine. In Kiev he ran for mayor twice and as floor leader is a member of the city 
parliament. In addition he is a member of the organizational committee of the EURO 2012 in Ukraine.

Together with his brother, Vitali Klitschko is ambassador to UNESCO and of the Laureus Sport for Good 
Foundation. The brothers were awarded as “Champions des Sports” and “Heroes for Children” for their 
work. The holder of a doctorate in sport science is married and has three children. Vitali Klitschko has 
already been decorated with several awards, among them the Bambi (2005 and 2009) and the Goldene 
Kamera.

AB
O

U
T 

TH
E 

SU
BJ

EC
TS



WLADIMIR KLITSCHKO

Wladimir Klitschko was born on March 25th 1976 near Semipalatinsk/Kazakhstan. He celebrated his 
biggest success as an amateur in 1996 by winning the gold medal in super heavyweight at the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. According to of the WBO, Wladimir won his first world championship title in 
heavyweight on the 14th of October 2000, which he held for three years. In 2006 he defeated Chris Byrd 
in the fight for the titles of the IBF and IBO. 

When he achieved the first title unification with his victory against WBO world champion Sultan Ibragimov, 
Wladimir made boxing history. He did it again when he defeated David Haye on July 2, 2011, to claim the 
WBA championship. Wladimir Klitschko is now the incumbent world heavyweight champion of the IBF, 
WBO, WBA and IBO. Together with his brother Vitali, who holds the title of the WBC, the Klitschkos are 
the first brothers in the history of boxing to hold all world heavyweight championship titles at the same 
time. 

Aside from the sport Wladimir Klitschko is active as an ambassador to the UNESCO and the Laureus 
Sport for Good Foundation for underprivileged children. Thus he has traveled to Namibia with his brother 
to raise money for the building of schools and hospitals. The brothers were awarded as “Champions des 
Sports” and “Heroes for Children” for their work. Furthermore the 35-year old Wladimir received the Bambi 
two times (2005 and 2009), the Goldene Kamera and the Felix Burda Award.

In 2001 Wladimir Klitschko completed his doctorate in sport science at the University of Kiev and has 
appeared in films such as Steven Soderbergh’s OCEAN’S ELEVEN.
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Sebastian Dehnhardt | Director

Sebastian Dehnhardt, born 1968, is partner of the 
production company Broadview. Since 1992 he has 
worked as a director and author. In the field of 
historical documentaries he has been responsible for 
several films, among them biographies for the ZDF 
about Hess and Freisler in the series “Hitler’s 
Helpers” (1996 und 1998), Johannes Paul I. in the 
series “Vatican – The Power of the Popes“ (1997), 
Leni Riefenstahl in “Hitler’s Women“ (2001) and 
Gustav and Alfried Krupp in “Hitler’s 
Manager“ (2004).

For “The Exiles – Hitler’s Last Victims“ (ARD, 2001) 
Sebastian Dehnhardt received the Bavarian Film 
Award, for the trilogy “Stalingrad“ (ZDF, 2003) a 
nomination for the international Emmy Award and for 
“The Miracle of Bern – The True Story “ (ZDF, 2004) 
the Deutschen Fernsehpreis. In 2005 he received 
the International Emmy Award for the documentary 
“The Drama of Dresden“ (ZDF). In 2010 he won the 
Rockie Award at the Banff World Television Awards 
for “The Miracle of Leipzig“. KLITSCHKO is 
Sebastian Dehnhardt’s first theatrical film.

  SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Klitschko 2011

The Chancellor Who Fell to his Knees – The Two Lives of Willy Brandt 2010

The Miracle of Leipzig 2009

The Krupp Family 2009

Legends: Heinz Rühmann 2007

Champions We Are – A Football Love Affair 2006

The Drama of Dresden 2005

The Miracle of Bern – The True Story 2004

Stalingrad 2003

The Exiles – Hitler’s Last Victims 2001

Battlefield Vietnam: The Dirty War 2000
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Leopold Hoesch | Producer

Leopold Hoesch, born in 1969, founder of Broadview. Master of Latin American Studies. German 
Television Award 2004. International Emmy Award 2005. Banff Rockys Award 2010. Ambassador to 
Germany of the International Academy of Television, Arts & Sciences since 2008. Member in the advisory 
board of the Biography Channel Germany.

  SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Klischko 2011

The Chancellor Who Fell to his Knees – The Two Lives of Willy Brandt 2010

German Dynasties: The Oetkers 2010

The Krupp Family 2009

The Miracle of Leipzig 2009

Franz Josef Strauß – A German Story 2008

The Damned Third Goal: Wembley '66 – The True Story 2006

The Drama of Dresden 2005

The Miracle of Bern – The True Story 2004

Stalingrad 2003
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Johannes Imdahl | Director of Photography

Johannes Imdahl, born 1967, studied Theatre, Film and Television Studies at the Ruhr University in 
Bochum and completed a degree-camera study at the Dortmund University of Applied Science. He 
worked behind the camera for many feature film and documentary productions, short films, music videos, 
and commercials in Germany, Europe, Africa, North and South America, Australia and Oceania. Among 
his cinematic works are JUNIMOND by Hanno Hackfort from 2002 (as Camera Operator), the 
documentary WHITE TERROR (2005) by Daniel Schweizer and the internationally awarded short dance 

film BURNT by Holger Gruß. Other works include the public television production “Das Spukhaus“ (by 
Volker Anding, 2003), the series “Tropenfieber“ (2008) and the 2-parts series “Das Imperium der 

Viren” (by Francesca D'Amici, Petra Höfer, Freddie Röckenhaus, 2008) as well as the pilot and following 
episodes of “Mord mit Aussicht“ (2007). Since 2004 Johannes Imdahl is the cameraman of the award-
winning ProSieben series “Stromberg”. Together with director Sebastian Dehnhardt he made the 
internationally awarded documentary film “The Drama of Dresden” and “The Miracle of Leipzig” (2010). 
Currently Johannes Imdahl is shooting the fifth season of “Stromberg”.

  SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Klischko 2011 Directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt

Stromberg (Season 4) 2010 Directed by Arne Feldhusen

The Miracle of Leipzig 2009 Directed by Matthias Schmidt& Sebastian Dehnhardt

Mord mit Aussicht – Ausgerechnet Eifel 2008 Directed by Arne Feldhusen

White Terror 2005 Directed by Daniel Schweizer

The Drama of Dresden 2005 Directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt

Junimond 2002 Directed by Hanno Hackfort
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Lars Edward Roland | Editing

Lars Edward Roland, born 1977 in Düsseldorf has worked as assistant editor for many TV productions 
since 1999, among them the detective series „Der Fahnder“ and „Tatort“. In recent years he was the 
cutter for several TV documentaries, TV series and TV movies, among them several Broadview 
productions such as “Black September: – Munich Olympics '72 – The Attack” (directed by Sebastian 
Dehnhardt, Uli Weidenbach/ Manfred Oldenburg, 2006), “The Kings’ Children: Victoria of 
Sweden“ (directed by: J. Melchior, S. Dehnhardt, 2007), the documentary trilogy “The German 
Empire” (among others directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt) and “The Thyssens” (also directed by Sebastian 
Dehnhardt, 2010). He has also edited films by Stephen Manuel, including SHOOT THE LUKE (2009) with 
Stephen Baldwin and Bettina Zimmermann, LUCKY FRITZ (2009), FATAL RESCUE (2009) and IRON 
DOORS (2011).

  SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Klischko 2011 Directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt

Iron Doors 2011 Directed by Stephen Manuel

Shoot the Duke 2009 Directed by Stephen Manuel

Fatal Rescue 2009 Directed by Stephen Manuel

The Kings’ Children: Victoria of Sweden 2007 Directed by J. Melchior, S. Dehnhardt

Black September: Munich Olympics '72 2006 Directed by S. Dehnhardt, Uli Weidenbach, 
Manfred Oldenburg
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Stefan Ziethen | Music

Stefan Ziethen was born in 1971 in Cologne and 
studied Music and German at the local university. 
Before he studied film music and sound design at the 

film academy of Baden-Württemberg from 1995 to 
1999, he completed the national choirmaster 
examination in 1995. During this time he set over 25, 
some award-winning, short film projects to music.

In 1999 Stefan Ziethen received his degree with the 
German film orchestra Babelsberg and has since 
worked as a freelance composer. Since 1989 he 
composes incidental music and compositions of 
contemporary works and at the same time is part of 
various pop musical projects. For cinema and television 
Stefan Ziethen has composed the music for the 
documentary LOVE & MOTION (2005) by Christian 

Schmidt-David, the teen comedy FRECHE MÄDCHEN 
2 (2010) by Ute Wieland and the mystery-thriller IRON 
DOORS (2011) by Stephen Manuel. Furthermore he 
has composed for several episodes of the detective 
series “Wilsberg” and “Polizeiruf 110”, the successful 
children’s program “Die Sendung mit der Maus”, the TV 
documentary series “Menschen hautnah“ and “ARD 
exklusiv“ and was also responsible for the music of TV 
documentaries such as “The Chancellor Who Fell to 
His Knees – The Two Lives of Willy Brandt” (2011) 
which was directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt.

  SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY

Klischko 2011 Directed by Sebastian Dehnhardt

Iron Doors 2011 Directed by Stephen Manuel

Freche Mädchen 2010 Directed by Ute Wieland

Pathology 2008 Directed by Marc Schölermann

The Midnight Meat Train 2008 Directed by Ryûhei Kitamura

Leben und Sterben in Castrop Rauxel 2007 Directed by Bernd Schaarmann

Vertraute Angst 2007 Directed by Christiane Balthasar

Love & Motion 2005 Directed by Christian Schmidt- David

Der Letzte Lude 2004 Directed by Stephen Manuel
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'Klitschko' Documentary a Fascinating Look at the Lives of Boxing's Top Heavyweights (Part 1)   
By Vitali Shaposhnikov 

“You don’t play boxing. Boxing is serious stuff”- Larry Merchant

This is my review of the upcoming documentary called Klitscko, which will be a part of the 2011 Tribeca 
Film Festival. I finished watching the film a few minutes ago, and I must say I am overwhelmed by 
emotions. I have seen many boxing documentaries, from Ali to Tyson, but have never been touched as 
much as I have am by the history of Klitschko brothers.

I don’t find it easy to review a documentary. It’s crucial to avoid exposing too much information and 
spoiling it for the potential viewers, yet at the same time interest needs to be baited.

My official opinion and review of this movie is as follows: Personally, I found the Klitschko documentary to 
be the best boxing documentary as of yet, and if needs to be scored, I would give it a 100/100 score with 
absolutely no hesitation.

The documentary answers all the questions that the Klitschko fans may have about events from the 
brothers' careers. Max Schmelling’s crucial role in Vitali’s career, Vitali’s injury during the Chris Byrd fight, 
Lennox Lewis’s victory due to Vitali’s sight-wrenching cut, Corrie Sander’s and Lamon Brewster’s 
thundering destruction of Wlad and Wlad’s impressive comeback from rock bottom after beating Samuel 
Peter are all covered in this documentary in detail.

Both brothers come across as not only emotional but also humble people. For the duration of the two-hour 
film, not once did either brother blame any of their opposition for their losses. They took the time to 
explain their position and show respect everyone else.

“I was extremely nervous before my first fight. I was terrified of getting into the ring.” – Vitali Klitscko.

From the film's inspiring quotes to a tremendous amount of never-before-seen footage, this documentary 
delivers non-stop entertainment with no gaps in attention-grabbing facts. I was completely glued to the 
screen, hesitating to pause it in order to make a quick note. Names like Larry Merchant and Emanuel 
Steward were on the screen every few minutes offering their insight, while Lennox Lewis, Chris Byrd and 
many other boxing stars made appearances throughout the film, praising the brothers and offering 
interesting personal touches to the facts.

The documentary covers Don King having the brothers at his house, trying to hook them in with a 
contract. Attempting to impress the brothers, Don King’s dishonest nature was immediately apparent to 
Vitali, which influenced his decision not to sign with King. This is not only discussed, but is also shown as 
a video, which was taped during that very meeting!

Wlad’s career is extensively analyzed in this documentary. His relentless comeback after numerous 
questionable losses is nothing short of extraordinary. He clarifies what really happened, and how he was 
able to overcome the press and public pressures and get back into an inspired and hopeful state of mind.

     BOXING MEMORIES movie review | April 11, 2011

AD
VA

N
CE

 R
EV

IE
W

S



'Klitschko' Documentary a Fascinating Look at the Lives of Boxing's Top Heavyweights (Part 2)   
By Vitali Shaposhnikov

Their early careers and attitudes towards training were also part of the documentary. Their first boxing 
trainer Vadim had the following to say: “Vitali was made of stone. Wladimir was made of Clay.” He was 
proposing that it took Vitali longer to get something, but was guaranteed to last once acquired. Wlad 
picked things up quicker, but lost them just as fast if not refreshed. 

Vitali’s interest and involvement in politics found a place in the documentary as well. His dedication to his 
countrymen and hope for the national welfare is expressed in a very direct and passionate way. There are 
numerous videos of his “action” in politics, with a little physical action to seal the deal.

Boxing is a worldwide sport with boxers coming from all and any corner on this planet. There is one thing 
all fighters have in common: the dream of fighting in the United Stated of America. The Klitschko brothers 
were lucky enough to have landed their career-defining fights in America, but coming to United States was 
not a dream they had early on in their lives due to the Soviet Union propaganda: “I was brainwashed 
when I was growing up. Every morning in school we had to write all the bad things there were in America,” 
said Vitali.

Their brotherly love and professional relationship has the biggest piece of the pie in this film, being 
covered in detail and talked about by various individuals, including of course their parents. Their mother 
confirms the fact that she has never been nor is planning to ever attend any of their fights.

“You feel safe with your brother; he gives you extra strength. Fighting is in Vitali’s blood, he was born a 
fighter. I had to become one,”- Wladimir Klitschko.

While there are numerous interest arousing quotes being exposed in this review, I didn’t even scratch the 
surface of the documentary. A melting pot of elements are mixed into this project; comedy and sadness 
are displayed all throughout the film. A surprising amount of new information including pictures and videos 
are incorporated to make the viewing experience more authentic and inspiring. Feelings expressed feel 
very authentic, taking the viewer’s emotions hostage.

I cannot see anyone being 
disappointed after leaving the theater, 
and am confident that most will share 
my enthusiasm and new found respect 
for the brothers who made it all the 
way to the top, together!

The question of whether they will ever 
fight each other has been extensively 
discussed over the past years. The 
documentary has something to say 
about this, so find where and when to 
see it, and make the trip into lives of 
Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko.

     BOXING MEMORIES movie review | April 11, 2011
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Klitschko. Documentary Review, Tribeca Film Festival (Part 1)
April 15th, 2011

By Johnny Walker

Amusingly, when news broke that a documentary on 
the lives and careers of the heavyweight champion 
Klitschko brothers was forthcoming, a quick perusal of 
a few Internet boxing comment boards revealed more 
than a few incredulous comments. Many of these 
remarks can be summed up thusly: “These guys 
haven’t stabbed anyone, bitten off anyone’s ear, or 
been arrested and jailed for gun or drug possession. 
How can you make a movie about THEM?”

Such commentary says much more about the sad state of affairs in American culture today than it does 
about the story of the Klitschko brothers. But it also must be said that when two boxers are as utterly 
dominant as the Klitschkos have been over the last few years, it becomes easier to see them as almost 
inhuman entities, “robots,” as their enemies like to call them, methodically destroying the opposition, 
instead of as human beings.

Director Sebastian Dehnhardt’s excellent documentary, simply entitled Klitschko, goes a long way toward 
fleshing out the back-story of the brothers – a story that contains far more drama than some might 
imagine – and humanizing them. Klitschko shows that while they might not have come from a 
hardscrabble neighborhood in Brooklyn, the brothers’ is nevertheless a boxing story, a tale of two 
underdogs defying the odds and making it to the top.

Key in the film is the way Dehnhardt brings out previously little known details about the brothers’ early 
days. An emotional Wladimir revisits what remains of a two-room shack complete with outhouse in 
Ukraine that the young brothers lived in, with their parents and various other relatives, in what no doubt 
counted as “middle-class” accommodations back in the days of the Soviet Union. The house was located 
not far from the nuclear disaster in Chernobyl, and Wlad recalls playing with his paper boats in what 
turned out to be radioactive puddles of water. He also demonstrates how what became two star-studded 
boxing careers took root in a small hallway in that same crowded house, when Vitali said, “Wladimir, let’s 
be boxers,” and punched his younger brother hard in the stomach, an event that left Wlad not quite sure 
about this new venture.

The Klitschkos’ mother Nadeshda is a delight every time she is on screen, a still-vibrant woman who is 
rightfully proud of her famous sons. She explains how young Wladimir and Vitali worshipped athletes from 
the West, and became obsessed with martial arts. Vitali, described as initially “uncoordinated” and 
stubborn by his first kickboxing coach, nevertheless masters the sport and becomes kickboxing champion 
of the Soviet Union, earning himself a trip to the United States, which according to the elder Klitschko 
brother, might as well have been a trip “to the moon.” After being fed a steady diet of anti-US propaganda 
in school, Vitali is amazed to see cornucopia of delights available in US shopping malls, where there are 
“100 kinds of cheese. I only knew of one kind of cheese – it was called ‘cheese,’” Vitali humorously 
recalls.

     BOXING INSIDER | April 15, 2011
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Klitschko. Documentary Review, Tribeca Film Festival (Part 2)
April 15th, 2011

Amusingly, when news broke that a documentary on the lives and careers of the heavyweight champion 
Klitschko brothers was forthcoming, a quick perusal of a few Internet boxing comment boards revealed 
more than a few incredulous comments. Many of these remarks can be summed up thusly: “These guys 
haven’t stabbed anyone, bitten off anyone’s ear, or been arrested and jailed for gun or drug possession. 
How can you make a movie about THEM?”

Such commentary says much more about the sad state of affairs in American culture today than it does 
about the story of the Klitschko brothers. But it also must be said that when two boxers are as utterly 
dominant as the Klitschkos have been over the last few years, it becomes easier to see them as almost 
inhuman entities, “robots,” as their enemies like to call them, methodically destroying the opposition, 
instead of as human beings.

Director Sebastian Dehnhardt’s excellent documentary, 
simply entitled Klitschko, goes a long way toward 
fleshing out the back-story of the brothers – a story that 
contains far more drama than some might imagine – 
and humanizing them. Klitschko shows that while they 
might not have come from a hardscrabble neighborhood 
in Brooklyn, the brothers’ is nevertheless a boxing story, 
a tale of two underdogs defying the odds and making it 
to the top.

Key in the film is the way Dehnhardt brings out 
previously little known details about the brothers’ early 
days. An emotional Wladimir revisits what remains of a 
two-room shack complete with outhouse in Ukraine that 
the young brothers lived in, with their parents and 
various other relatives, in what no doubt counted as “middle-class” accommodations back in the days of 
the Soviet Union. The house was located not far from the nuclear disaster in Chernobyl, and Wlad recalls 
playing with his paper boats in what turned out to be radioactive puddles of water. He also demonstrates 
how what became two star-studded boxing careers took root in a small hallway in that same crowded 
house, when Vitali said, “Wladimir, let’s be boxers,” and punched his younger brother hard in the stomach, 
an event that left Wlad not quite sure about this new venture.

The Klitschkos’ mother Nadeshda is a delight every time she is on screen, a still-vibrant woman who is 
rightfully proud of her famous sons. She explains how young Wladimir and Vitali worshipped athletes from 
the West, and became obsessed with martial arts. Vitali, described as initially “uncoordinated” and 
stubborn by his first kickboxing coach, nevertheless masters the sport and becomes kickboxing champion 
of the Soviet Union, earning himself a trip to the United States, which according to the elder Klitschko 
brother, might as well have been a trip “to the moon.” After being fed a steady diet of anti-US propaganda 
in school, Vitali is amazed to see cornucopia of delights available in US shopping malls, where there are 
“100 kinds of cheese. I only knew of one kind of cheese – it was called ‘cheese,’” Vitali humorously 
recalls.

     BOXING INSIDER | April 15, 2011
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By Lauren Wissot  

"The most intelligent heavyweights ever," theorizes one talking head in Sebastian Dehnhardt's Klitschko, 
the title an infamous surname in the world of boxing that conjures up a double threat. Dehnhardt's doc is 
an up-close-and-personal study of the Ukrainian brothers Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko via an abundance 
of archival footage melded with candid interviews with their mother and father, their trainers, and the 
recognizable fighters they faced, and the six-foot-six heavyweight boxing champions of the world 
themselves.

It was big news in 2008 when the siblings, who had similarly rocked their sport the way the Williams 
sisters took over tennis (though Richard Williams didn't make his daughters swear an oath never to 
compete with each other like the supportive but stressed mother of the Klitschkos did), became the first 
brothers in boxing to hold world titles at the same time. What's less well known is how their Cold War 
upbringing as transient military brats (their father was a first responder to the Chernobyl disaster) 
obsessed with officially banned martial-arts flicks shaped their approach both to life and to their chosen 
profession. Indeed, what made the brothers so hard to figure out for their Western counterparts in the ring 
had much to do with their complicated nature outside of it. One former champ is baffled as to why two 
brainy guys with PhDs who could speak four languages (the brothers address the German director and 
his crew in German) would willingly pick a career that in America is often viewed as a life-and-death sport 
of last resort. To the Klitschkos, boxing was never a crime of passion, but a cold and calculated game—
not unlike their ongoing chess match, images of which are sprinkled throughout the doc. One talking head 
even describes Wladimir's technique as being like a chess game, while a trainer adds that Vitali, who 
started as a kickboxer, is made of stone, Wladimir of clay; the elder had to be chiseled, the younger 
molded.

Smartly, Dehnhardt's film eschews hype and goes far beyond mere talk, shows as well as tells, by 
including fascinatingly instructive slow-mo shots of both men's fights to highlight the differences between 
the brawny duo, often mistaken for identical twins. The more we see, the easier it is to view Vitali and 
Wladimir as individuals rather than, as the media often portrays them, some two-headed machine 
produced in the U.S.S.R. and polished in Germany. In the process, a poignant love story between two 
brothers, with the younger attempting to forge his own identity and escape the elder's shadow, emerges. 
None other than Germany's controversial pugilist Max Schmeling wrote Vitali when he lost his title—and 
they became friends. When Lennox Lewis's opponent subsequently dropped out it also opened the door 
to giving Vitali a new chance in America. This brutal battle sequence, heightened with music, is where 
Klitschko truly gets thrilling, the Lewis fight having been an equal matchup between two huge, heavy-
hitting guys. And the Klitschkos' trainer, who had formerly worked with Lewis, even sheds light on the 
fight. As one reporter put it, summing up the outcome in another writer's words, "Lennox Lewis won the 
fight. Vitali won the event."

And Wladimir, too, like his sibling, touched bottom then bounced right back. "One hit can decide 
everything," he reminds, explaining that there are no underdogs. "My enemy, my opponent, was my 
body," Vitali allows when he decides to retire, only to go on to hold political office in his corrupt homeland
—then to fight again! When Wladimir eventually prepares for a comeback against the champ who took his 
title, the Klitschkos' trainer notes that they had to get ready mentally above all—that they studied like 
"hitmen" taking down a victim. And it was that showdown that finally elevated Wladimir psychologically 
and physically to his big brother's equal. The Klitschko brothers may lack the murderous drama of Cain 
and Abel, but they certainly draw blood from their character arcs.
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by Scott Stiffler 

When two six-foot-six Ukrainian boxers talk (and win, then lose and then win), people listen — even if they 
have to read subtitles.

That these boxers happen to be brothers (Vitali and Wladimir Klitschko) who train like madmen, overcome 
injuries and become the first sibs to hold world titles at the same time makes for an unexpectedly warm 
and fuzzy 112 minutes. Heartstrings get pulled even tighter when they declare their boundless love for 
mom and promise to never fight each other no matter how much money is dangled in front of them. It also 
doesn’t hurt that these introspective, hulking giants — who hurt people for a living — grew up floating their 
little toy boats in the toxic puddles of Chernobyl drainage water and practicing kickboxing in secret 
because it was forbidden by the state

Director Sebastian Dehnhardt has made an entertaining, often inspiring documentary that accentuates the 
positive (not that there’s anything wrong with that). And yes, there are faults and flaws on display here — 
but as the clock ticks, you become more and more aware that this backstage glimpse isn’t the warts and 
all version it could have been. Maybe that was the price paid for such unfettered access to the Klitschko 
camp as well as an impressive roster of genuinely insightful talking heads (including Shannon Briggs, 
Lamon Brewster and Lennox Lewis — displaying great sportsmanship by praising the brothers, as we see 
footage of these three opponents getting pummeled).

It’s not just an overall lack of 
transparency on the part of 
Vitali and Wladimir that nags at 
you. Former fighter Shawn 
Raysor (who has a 53–7 
amateur record and currently 
trains 13–1 pro heavyweight 
and two-time NYC Golden 
Gloves winner Tor Hamer) 
found it curious that the 
documentary pays very little 
attention to the Klitschkos’ early 
work in Germany (and a notable 
Olympic victory). There is, 
however, a good amount of 
bitter bellyaching from German 
promoters who lost their golden boys after the duo went pro and set their eyes on America.

That said, even the most informed boxing fan will have a hard time disliking this film. Raysor (who knows 
more about the Klitschkos than you’ll see on the screen) notes, “They told the truth — the basics of it. 
People who follow their career are going to like this film because it’s got two comeback stories. There was 
a time when neither brother had a title. That’s a humbling experience. It’s like what Lennox Lewis said 
about boxing being the most humbling of sports. You fight alone. But when a fighter loses, it doesn’t just 
destroy his ego. Everyone loses — his family, his friends, his trainer. Everyone.” It’s that sense of risk that 
makes this film worth seeing
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by J.B. Spins (Blog Review at http://jbspins.blogspot.com/2011/04/tribeca-11-klitschko.html)

Mother Klitschko is no fun. She expressly prohibited her boxer sons Vitali and Wladimir from fighting each 
other. Of course, that is exactly what the boxing world wants to see. Sebastian Dehnhardt profiles the two 
well educated Ukrainian brothers who rose to the top of the boxing ranks, got knocked down, and clawed 
their way back in the simply but aptly titled documentary Klitschko (trailer here), which screens at the 2011 
Tribeca Film Festival.

Growing up military brats, the Klitschko brothers’ father was an ardent Communist. However, he would 
pay for his blind faith, when his unit responded to the Chernobyl crisis without adequate protective gear. 
Fortunately, when his cancer inevitably surfaced, the Klitschkos already had sufficient means to provide 
their father with the best of western medicine. Coincidentally, the now cancer-free Col. Klitschko has had 
a complete ideological change of heart, at least according to his sons.

Though not technically twins, the Klitschko 
boys were always big and nearly impossible 
to tell apart. The older Vitali actually started 
out as a kick-boxer while so-called “Western 
martial arts” were prohibited in the Orwellian 
Soviet Union. Eventually, the Klitschkos 
switched to boxing, where fighters could 
make serious money. Due to inopportune 
injuries, they lost several high profile bouts 
they should have won. The elder Klitschko 
was especially dogged by the quitter epithet. 
Yet, both brothers would have their Rocky 
moments in the ring. 

Klitschko the film is definitely produced with boxing fans in mind. However, those who follow post-Soviet 
politics will also find Dehnhardt’s documentary engaging. A reformer, the elder Klitschko was even elected 
to the Kiev City Council for two stormy terms. It is also unexpectedly (and unfortunately) topical, given the 
increased interest in the Chernobyl disaster following the near repeat in Fukushima.

Not surprisingly, Dehnhardt shows a whole lot of fight footage, but he establishes the dramatic import of 
each match quite clearly. In addition to the Klitschkos and their parents, he also includes extensive 
commentary from their contemporaries in the ring, many of whom, like Chris Byrd (and his young son) are 
truly gracious on-camera. Frankly, the film has no villains, per se (except perhaps the delegate who 
inexplicably took a swing at Vitali Kilitschko during a heated council session). Indeed, Dehnhardt argues 
the lack of a flashy nemesis has prevented the pugilist brothers from getting their proper due. Of course, 
they can hardly go back in time and fight Ali in his prime.

While they are certainly imposing, the Brothers Klitschko are clearly smart and articulate. Unlike UFC 
champ Anderson Silva who appears reticent to the point of apathy in Like Water, his own documentary 
also screening at Tribeca, the Klitschkos make the effort to connect with the audience. Briskly paced and 
quite informative, Klitschko is one of the best docs at this year’s festival. Highly recommended, it screens 
again tomorrow (4/30).
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by Rick Warner

Wladimir Klitschko vividly remembers the day his older brother Vitali introduced him to boxing.
“He hit me so hard I saw stars,” Wladimir recalled. “I thought, ‘This is not for me.’”

He was wrong. Wladimir followed Vitali into the sport and both Ukrainian giants became champions. 
They’re the first siblings to hold heavyweight titles at the same time. They’re also the first boxing 
champions with doctorates in sports science and fluency in four languages.

Their improbable story is told in “Klitschko,” a documentary playing this week at New York’s Tribeca Film 
Festival. The film will be released this fall in the U.S.

Sons of a Soviet air force officer who helped clean up Chernobyl after the 1986 nuclear-plant disaster, the 
Klitschkos have dominated the heavyweight division for the past decade.

Wladimir, 35, is currently recognized as champion by four boxing authorities — the IBF, WBO, IBO and 
The Ring magazine. Vitali, 39, holds the WBC title belt. The brothers have turned down lucrative offers to 
fight each other, fulfilling a promise they made to their mother.

“I wouldn’t do it, even for $1 billion,” Wladimir said, stretching out his 6-foot-6 frame (one inch shorter than 
his brother) on a sofa in the lobby of a plush Manhattan hotel. “You can’t put a price on your mother’s 
heart.”

Coming Back

Some boxing experts accused Wladimir of having no heart — and no chin — after he was pummeled by 
Corrie Sanders and Lamon Brewster over a 13-month span in 2003–04. But he’s won 13 straight bouts 
since then, including a rematch against Brewster.

“I was very motivated to prove that my critics were wrong,” Wladimir said. “I always believed in myself, 
even when others didn’t. I think 
that’s the message of the film: When 
you get knocked down in life, you 
need to get up and keep going.”

He and his brother learned that 
lesson from their father, who was 
stricken with cancer after being 
exposed to radiation at Chernobyl. 
(The senior Klitschko survived, but 
still has related health problems.) 
The recent nuclear crisis in Japan 
reminded Wladimir of the Chernobyl 
tragedy a quarter-century ago.

“This is a problem all over the 
world,” said Wladimir, who speaks 
Ukrainian, Russian, German and 
English. “These nuclear plants are 
more dangerous than people 
realize.”
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Charity Work

Unlike many star athletes, the Klitschko brothers are deeply involved in social and political issues. Vitali 
has twice run for mayor of Kiev (losing both times) and has pushed for democratic reforms in Ukraine. 
Both brothers also do charity work for UNESCO and the Laureus Sports for Good Foundation.

“We’ve been very fortunate and we want to give something back,” said Wladimir, who is dating actress 
Hayden Panettiere from the TV series “Heroes.” “We have an obligation because we’re in the public eye.”
Both brothers will be in the spotlight when they defend their titles later this year. Wladimir is scheduled to 
fight WBA champion, Poland.

When one brother fights, the other is always there to lend support.

“From a psychological view, the opponent is fighting both of us,” Wladimir said. “When he looks in the 
corner, he sees two faces and four eyes.”

Chess Players

Though they won’t fight each other, the brothers are fierce competitors in other activities, including chess.
“No matter what we’re doing, we both want to win,” Wladimir said. “It can get very intense when we are 
competing.”

The Klitschkos have a combined record of 97 wins and five losses and hold all but one of the major 
heavyweight titles. Still, they haven’t received universal acclaim. Some boxing observers say they have 
dominated a weak era in the heavyweight ranks, one that lacks great rivalries like Ali- Frazier.

“A fan came up to me in Montenegro and said, “‘Listen Wladimir, there is a recession in the heavyweight 
division and it’s called the Klitschko brothers,’” he said. “I agree with him, and I hope the recession lasts a 
long time.”
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Corinth Steps Into Ring With 'Klitschko'

Distributor picks up boxing documentary after Tribeca 
bow.

COLOGNE, Germany – Corinth Films has taken U.S. 
rights to German boxing documentary Klitschko about 
championship boxing brothers Vitaly and Vladimir Klitschko.

Cornith picked up the doc after its debut at the Tribeca film festival Sunday night. Directed by Sebastian 
Dehnhardt, Klitschko is the first in-depth look at the Ukrainian-born brothers who have both been world 
heavyweight champions – at times simultaneously.

The Klitschko brothers started their professional careers in Germany and are media stars here. Both have 
appeared in numerous cameo roles in German TV and film. Vladimir also had a walk-on role as himself in 
Ocean's Eleven while Vitali had a short, uncredited cameo on an episode of Entourage alongside former 
heavyweight champs Evander Holyfield and Lennox Lewis.

Corinth Climbs Into Ring With 'Klitschko'

On the heels of the film's Sunday debut at 
the Tribeca Film Festival, Corinth Films has 
acquired all North American rights to the 
boxing documentary "Klitschko."

The film deals with Wladimir Klitschko, the 
current IBF, IBO, WBO and Ring Magazine 
heavyweight champion, and his brother 
Vitali Klitschko, who holds the WBC crown. 
The Ukranians are the first pair of brothers 
to simultaneously hold heavyweight 
crowns. Wladimir's win-loss record is 55–3, 
while his brother's is 42–2.

The brothers are also known, says one observer in the film, as "the most intelligent heavyweights ever." 
They have both earned PhDs, and have sworn never to fight each other. (Left to right: Vitali and Wladimir)

German director Sebastian Dehnhardt's previous work includes dozens of television documentaries dating 
back to 1996.

Wrote Lauren Wissot at Slant, "Dehnhardt's film eschews hype and goes far beyond mere talk, shows as 
well as tells, by including fascinatingly instructive slow-mo shots of both men's fights to highlight the 
differences between the brawny duo, often mistaken for identical twins."

In a press release announcing the sale, producer Leopold Hoesch called the sale "A dream come true – 
being selected by Tribeca Film Festival and immediately selling "Klitschko" afterwards."
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“I can entertain the proposition that life is a metaphor for boxing—for one of those 
bouts that go on and on, round following round, jabs, missed punches, clinches, 
nothing determined, again the bell and again and you and your opponent so evenly 
matched it's impossible not to see that your opponent is you.... Life is like boxing in 
many unsettling respects. But boxing is only like boxing.” – Joyce Carol Oates

“When I fight someone, I want to break his will. I want to take 
his manhood. I want to rip out his heart and show it to him.” – 
Mike Tyson

“Champions aren't made in gyms. Champions are made from 
something they have deep inside them – a desire, a dream, a 
vision. They have to have last-minute stamina, they have to 
be a little faster, they have to have the skill and the will. But 
the will must be stronger than the skill.” – Muhammad Ali

“Boxing is the ultimate challenge. There's nothing that can 
compare to testing yourself the way you do every time you 
step in the ring.” – Sugar Ray Leonard

"I'll be glad to see him coming into the ring because that's 
where it gets hard, where whatever you say doesn't mean a 
thing and you have to be honest and just fight." – – Lennox 
Lewis

"I respect most boxers because they're violent people who 
learned to discipline themselves ... a good boxer is an artist ... 
Boxing is existential – some fights are better than others." – 
Norman Mailer

“Boxing is a celebration of the lost religion of masculinity all the more trenchant for its 
being lost.” – Joyce Carol Oates

"It is wonderful. It truly is. It is the only thing that is real! It's you against me, it's challenging another guy's 
manhood. With gloves. Words cannot describe that feeling – of being a man, of being a gladiator, of being 
a warrior. It's irreplaceable." – Sugar Ray Leonard

“Only a man who knows what it is like to be defeated can reach down to the bottom of his soul and come 
up with the extra ounce of power it takes to win when the match is even.” – Muhammad Ali

BO
XI

N
G

 Q
U

O
TE

SS






