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CAST 

 
David        Daniel Brühl 
Marie        Hannah Herzsprung 
Jacky        Henry Hübchen 
Karin Kohler       Kirsten Block 
Ralph        Alexander Khuon 
Tobi        Godehard Giese 
Rolli        Stefan Ruppe 
Sabrina        Henriette Müller 
Roger        Simon Eckert 
 
 
 
 
CREW  
 
Director       Alain Gsponer 
Scriptwriter      Alexander Buresch,  
based on the novel "Lila, Lila" by Martin Suter 
Producer       Andreas Fallscheer,  

Henning Ferber,  
Marcus Welke, 
Sebastian Zühr 

Coproducer       Thomas Sterchi 
Director of Photography    Matthias Fleischer 
Editor       Barbara Gies 
Set Designer      Udo Kramer 
Costumes       Lissy Christl 
Music        Max Richter 
 
 
 
 
TECHNICAL DATA  
Length: 104 min  
35mm 
Aspect Ratio: 2,35:1 cinemascope 
Sound: 5.1 Dolby Digital 
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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
 
The shy waiter DAVID (Daniel Brühl) manages to win the attention of the young MARIE (Hannah 
Herzsprung) after he pretends to be the author of a novel whose manuscript he found in a junk shop. 
Everything goes well: the novel – a tragic love story set in the 1950s – hits the bestseller lists and the 
two become an item – until, suddenly, a tramp (Henry Huebchen) appears at a book signing claiming 
to be the real author… 
 
 
PRESS NOTES 
 
Turbulent, witty and charming, this romantic comedy set in the literary world is based on Martin 
Suter's novel, which has sold over 300,000 copies to date. The story of a lie with far-reaching 
consequences features a sensational cast toplined by Daniel Brühl ("JOHN RABE," "GOOD BYE, 
LENIN"), Hannah Herzsprung ("THE READER," "FOUR MINUTES," Adolf Grimme Award and 
German Film Award for "LIVE ACTUALLY") and Henry Hübchen ("AGE AND BEAUTY," "GO FOR 
ZUCKER!").  
Director Alain Gsponer (Adolf Grimme Award for "LIVE ACTUALLY," German TV Award for 
"Rose"), who lets his lead trio stumble from one tragi-comical situation to the next, ensures amusing 
developments that never lose sight of the big emotions. 
 
 
LONG SYNOPSIS  
 
David Kern (DANIEL BRÜHL) is the perfect waiter, since he always stays in the background and 
never attracts attention. Almost invisible. It's thus not surprising that the attractive literature student 
Marie (HANNAH HERZSPRUNG) hardly takes note of him when she and her clique come to the 
"Café Esquina" to talk about literature. The shy young waiter is hopelessly in love with Marie and 
wants to win her heart any cost. But how? As a waiter he has no chance. Then luck comes to his aid. 
At a flea market, David buys a bedstand and discovers in the drawer a manuscript with the title 
"Sophie, Sophie." Susceptible to a sentimental read, David is profoundly touched by the story of a 
hopeless love affair set in the 1950s, and gets an idea. If the story moves him so much, then maybe it 
will also move Marie. Pretending the manuscript is his, he gives her the manuscript and asks her for 
her professional opinion. A little lie with fateful consequences… Marie is thrilled with the story and 
immediately falls in love with the apparently talented and sensitive David. The two become a couple, 
but what David doesn't know is that Marie – convinced of the literary quality of the manuscript – has 
secretly sent the manuscript to a publisher, who promptly wants to print it. When Marie surprises 
him with this news, David is shocked. Since he is afraid of losing her if he tells her the truth, he 
reluctantly agrees to the publication. His research into the mysterious author of the manuscript 
yields no results, but David still has a queasy feeling and hopes fervently that the book will become a 
total flop. But the very opposite happens! Before he even realizes it, David has become the shooting 
star of the literary scene. His first work is celebrated as the end of the literary post-modern era – 
and David has no idea what anybody is talking about. 
 
Everyone wants to get to know the brilliant but modest author, whose stuttering and stammering at 
readings are hailed as a mark of authenticity. Publishing-house representatives compete for the rights 
to his second book, and at the peak of the hype David has to give a reading at the Berlin Volksbühne. 
Fans are waiting in line for him to have their book signed. A seedy-looking man is patiently waiting his 
turn. When he asks David to dedicate his copy to Alfred Duster, David nearly drops his pen. It's the 
name on the manuscript! David has finally been unmasked as a fraud. Before him stands the 
presumed author of the book. But the man, a certain Jacky (HENRY HÜBCHEN), has apparently not 
come to bring the truth to light. On the contrary, he has very different ideas as to how to make the 
most money out of David's swindle, and bring some fresh wind to the book market. He knows that 
much of the book's success is not due to its literary quality but to David's youthful charm and his 
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fresh image. Constantly in danger of being unmasked, David watches helplessly as Jacky increasingly 
takes control of his literary existence and his private life. While Jacky passes himself off everywhere 
as David's agent, David is overwhelmed by the entire literary circus of TV broadcasts, reading trips 
and the Leipzig Book Fair. When Marie, who feels left out of David's life, packs her suitcases, he 
decides to tell her the whole truth. But then Jacky falls from a hotel balcony. Before he dies, he gives 
David some good advice on how to win back Marie…   
 
 
 
THE CAST 
 
DANIEL BRÜHL (David)  
Daniel Brühl was born in Barcelona, Spain, in 1978. After his first appearance in Friedemann Fromm's 
PARADISE MALL he quickly became the most successful young German star of his era. 
For his work in VAYA CON DIOS (2002, directed by Zoltan Spirandelli), WHITE NOISE (2002, 
directed by Hans Weingartner) and NO REGRETS (2001, directed by Benjamin Quabeck) he won 
the German Film Award as Best Actor in 2002. His first big international success was GOOD BYE, 
LENIN! (2001, directed by Wolfgang Becker), for which he received another German Film Award as 
Best Actor in 2003, as well as the European Film Award as Best Actor in 2003. In 2004, he won the 
Audience Award at the European Film Awards with his film LOVE IN THOUGHTS (2004, directed 
by Achim von Borries). For his work in the Spanish local hit SALVADOR (Puig Antich) (2007, 
directed by Manuel Huerga), he won the Spanish Film Award as Best Actor. 
Most recently Daniel Brühl starred in Florian Gallenberger's biopic JOHN RABE (2009), which was 
given four German Film Awards, in Julie Delpy's historical drama THE COUNTESS (2009) and in 
Quentin Tarantino's war film INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS alongside Brad Pitt and Christoph Walz 
 
 
HANNAH HERZSPRUNG (Marie) 
With her very first feature-film lead in Chris Kraus' FOUR MINUTES (2006), the then 22-year-old 
Hannah Herzsprung made her spectacular breakthrough (Bavarian Film Award as Best Newcomer 
Actress). This was followed by the German Film Award as Best Supporting Actress in LIFE 
ACTUALLY (2006) by LILA LILA -director Alain Gsponer. Most recently she starred in Nikolai 
Rohde's airplane disaster drama 10 SECONDS, in Uli Edel's THE BAADER MEINHOF COMPLEX 
(2008), and in Stephen Daldry's THE READER with Kate Winslet, Ralph Fiennes and David Kross.  
 
 
HENRY HÜBCHEN (Jacky) 
Henry Hübchen celebrated his greatest triumph to date in Dani Levy's theatrical hit GO FOR 
ZUCKER! (2005) and won the German Film Award as the first actor from Eastern Germany after 
reunification. Hübchen, one of the most high-profile actors of the former GDR, made his film debut 
in his youth in the first DEFA Indian film DIE SÖHNE DER GROSSEN BÄRIN (1966). In Frank 
Beyer's Holocaust drama JACOB THE LIAR (1975) based on Jurek Becker's novel of the same name, 
Hübchen played the young Jew Mischa. He was also then making a name for himself in the legendary 
productions of stage director Frank Castorf at the Berlin Volksbühne as, among other roles, 
Kowalski in "A Streetcar Named Desire." He also played alongside Katja Riemann in EIN MANN 
FÜR JEDE TONART (1993), starred in Dieter Wedel's TV series "Der Schattenmann" (1996) and 
"Der König von St. Pauli" (1997), was one of the stars in Leander Haussmann's comedy hit SUN 
ALLEY (1999) and dazzled in Hans-Christian Schmid's drama DISTAND LIGHTS (2003). Among his 
most recent films are AGE AND BEAUTY (2008) and the Andreas Dresen comedy WHISKEY 
WITH VODKA (2009).  
 
THE CREW 
 
ALAIN GSPONER (director) 
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Director Alain Gsponer was born in Switzerland in 1976 and now makes his home in Berlin. He 
studied in Bern and at the Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg. Between 1993 and 1996 he also 
helped manage an arthouse cinema in Aarau, where he also worked as a radio journalist and on 
various film projects. After several short films Gsponer wrote and shot "Kiki & Tiger" with Stipe 
Erceg, his prize-winning 55-minute graduation film at the Filmakademie, which was nominated for the 
Max-Ophüls Award in 2003 and was given a much-noted screening at the Berlinale.  
Gsponer's full-length film debut was the TV production "Rose" (2006), a moving tribute to single 
mothers with Corinna Harfouch in the lead role. The film won the German Television Award in 
2007 in the "Best Film" category and was given the Eastman Support Award at the Hofer Filmtage.   
After "Rose," Gsponer directed the "Polizeiruf 110" episode "Wie ist die Welt so still" (2008) and his 
most recent film, the grandiose tragicomedy LIFE ACTUALLY (2006), which was honored with 
several Adolf Grimme Awards.  
 
 
MARTIN SUTER (Novelist) 
Martin Suter was born in Zurich in 1948 and has long been considered as one of Switzerland's most 
successful authors. His books are regularly found on the bestseller lists in the German-language 
territories. For "A Deal with the Devil" (2006), the predecessor of his latest novel "Der letzte 
Weynfeldt" (2008), Suter was awarded the renowned Friedrich Glauser Award. "Lila, Lila" (2004), 
like all of Suter's novels, was published by the Diogenes Verlag and has sold to date more than 
300,000 copies. Among his best-known novels, which are all notable for their stylistic elegance and 
subtle wit, are the "Neurologische Trilogie," a trio of crime thrillers with a socio-medical 
background: "Small World" (1997), which was awarded the French literary award "Prix du premier 
roman étranger" in 1998, "Die dunkle Seite des Mondes" (2000) and "Ein perfekter Freund" (2002), 
which was awarded the German Thriller Award in 2003. In 2006 it was filmed by Francis Girod 
under the title UN AMI PARFAIT (2006) with Martina Gedeck and Carole Bouquet. Before Martin 
Suter became a freelance author in 1991, he worked as an advertising copywriter, was president of 
the Art Directors Club of Switzerland, and served as creative director of the renowned advertising 
agency GGK at the young age of 27.  
In addition to writing novels, he also writes columns, stories, plays and scripts, including that of the 
satire “Beresina oder die letzten Tage Schweiz” (1999). In 2007 Suter contributed song texts to the 
album "Eldorado" by the Swiss musician Stephan Eicher.  
Martin Suter lives with his family alternately in Guatemala, Spain and Switzerland.  
 
 
MAX RICHTER (Music) 
U.K. native Max Richter has been one of the most internationally sought-after film composers at the 
latest since his film score for Ari Folman's prize-winning animation documentary WALTZ WITH 
BASHIR (2008). The music to LILA LILA was written in Richter's current home, Berlin, and, after his 
film scores to Stanislaw Mucha's HOPE (2007) and Randy Sharp's HENRY MAY LONG (2008), it is 
his first collaboration on a German film production.  
After completing his classical training in composition and piano, Richter founded the Ensemble Piano 
Circus, which performs contemporary works by Arvo Pärt, Brian Eno, Philip Glass and Steve Reich. 
The particular atmosphere of his works, which are released on solo albums by the label Fat Cat, 
comes about through the fusion of ambient samples with chamber-musical instrumentation. Richter 
also works with choreographers such as Wayne McGregor and the artists Julian Opie and Darren 
Almond, and has written the music to rarely shown Super-8 films by Derek Jarman.  
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ANDREAS FALLSCHEER (Producer/Falcom Media) 
Andreas Fallscheer began his professional career in 1983 in the handling and exploitation of film 
licenses, for which he founded his first company, Highlight Communications AG (Highlight). The firm 
soon established itself as one of the leading license dealers and film distributors in the German-
speaking countries. In 2000 Fallscheer withdrew completely from the operative business of Highlight 
in order to fully concentrate on setting up his new firm, Falcom. Fallscheer focuses on the 
production, coproduction and distribution of German and international films. Before LILA LILA, he 
worked as coproducer of the computer-animated film IMPY’S ISLAND (2006), SOS: THE 
BUNNYGARDS ON BOARD (2005) and the successful Edgar Wallace parody THE TRIXXER (2004) 
with Oliver Kalkofe and Bastian Pastewka.  
 
 
HENNING FERBER, MARCUS WELKE, SEBASTINA ZÜHR (Producer/Film1) 
Film1, the film production company of the producers Henning Ferber, Marcus Welke and Sebastian 
Zühr, was founded in early 2003 and is headquartered in Berlin. Next to LILA LILA, two further film1 
productions were launched in German theaters: "SOMETIME IN AUGUST" by Sebastian Schipper, 
with Marie Bäumer and Milan Peschel, and "PHONTOM PAIN" by Matthias Emcke, with Til 
Schweiger and Jana Pallaske. Other Film1 productions include "A FRIEND OF MINE" by Sebastian 
Schipper and "KEINE LIEDER ÜBER LIEBE" by Lars Kraume.   
Henning Ferber, 1971*, underwent a training at ARRI Cine Technik in Munich. He founded the 
company bbp productions and produced many advertising films. Moreover, he was production head 
for various film productions in Munich, obtained a Master's Degree in European Audiovisual 
Management at the MediaBusinessSchool in Spain, and worked as producer at the MagicWorx 
GmbH/2K Media in Munich.  
Marcus Welke, 1967*, worked as a reader for various production companies and took a course in 
international script consultancy at North by Northwest. From 1999 to 2001 Welke worked as Head 
of Development at Trebitsch Produktion Holding, in 2001/2002 he was producer for Kinowelt 
Filmproduktion, and from 2002 to 2005 he held the same position at Hager Moss Film.  
Sebastian Zühr, 1973*, studied production at the Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg and was a 
fellowship holder of the Verwertungsgesellschaft der Film- und Fernsehproduzenten, took a course in 
creative producing and worked as a tutor in the Production/Creative Producing section at the 
Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg. 
 
 
THOMAS STERCHI (Coproducer/ Millbrook Pictures) 
Forty-year-old Bern native Thomas Sterchi drew considerable attention to himself in 2007 when he 
sold his Internet portal jobs.ch to an American investment group for an undisclosed multimillion euro 
sum. He then switched to the film branch and became a partner and chairman of the board of 
Condor Film AG and head of the affiliated company Millbrook Pictures AG, founded in 2008, which 
has specialized in coproductions and film investments.  
Sterchi also founded the Tom Talent Holding Kommunikations- und Consulting firm, is President of 
the Board of Administration of Cinergy AG, the publishing house for entertainment and culture, 
member of the Board of Administration of the Silhcity-Gastro Five AG and lessee of three 
restaurants in Zermatt, Switzerland.  
Sterchi served as executive producer of the Oliver Stone film W. (2008), the biopic about the former 
U.S. president George W. Bush. LILA LILA is Sterchi's second film.  
 
  
 




