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The President tells the story of a dictator who is forced to personally confront the many people tortured by his regime after his 
government is overthrown.

The President and his family rule the land with a draconian fist, enjoying a privileged and luxurious existence at the expense of his 
miserable and oppressed subjects. After a coup d’état uproots his position of power, the President’s wife and daughters are flown 
out of the country as he stays behind with his grandson, who is too young to grasp the unfolding events. After his personal escort 
and bodyguards turn on him, he is forced to disguise himself and flee into the countryside to avoid capture. He soon learns that he 
is now the country’s most wanted fugitive and begins a perilous journey with his grandson, his only ally. Posing as street musicians, 
the pair blend in with a band of haggard political prisoners just released from jail as they travel towards the coast to an awaiting 
ship that will take them to safety.

Mohsen Makhmalbaf was born in Iran in 1957. He is a filmmaker, novelist, screenwriter, editor, producer and human rights activist.

Since his debut as a filmmaker in 1983 he has directed more than 20 feature films in Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Israel, Turkey and sever other countries. 
Winning over 50 awards at festivals world wide his films include GABBEH (1996, Cannes Film Festival), KANDAHAR (2001) which was selected as one of the top 
100 films of all time by TIME Magazine, and the acclaimed 2012 documentary THE GARDENER.

In addition to filmmaking Makhmalbaf lived in Afghanistan for a period of two years, carrying out numerous human rights projects including building schools 
and working towards a renewal of the Afghan cinema, which had been totally destroyed during the Taliban regime. The Iranian government has levied a ban 
on Makhmalbaf‘s works and has threatened his safety over the years. Since leaving Iran in 2005 in protest against the pressure of censorship, Makhmalbaf is 
based in London and Paris.
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CORINTH FILMS PRESENTS AN MAKHMALBAF FILM HOUSE PRODUCTION IN CO-PRODUCTION WITH FILM AND MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT AND 20 STEPS PRODUCTIONS  STARRING  MISHA GOMIASHVILI   DACHI ORVELASHVILI  AND  GUJA BURDULI la SUKHITASHVILI   
PRODUCED BY MAYSAM MAKHMALBAF   MIKE DOWNEY   SAM TAYLOR   VLADIMIR KATCHARAVA   CO-PRODUCED BY DAVID GRUMBACH   MATHIEU ROBINET   RUDOLPH HERZOG   HENNING BRUEMMER  SCREENWRITERS  MOHSEN MAKHMALBAF   

MARZIYEH MESHKINY   CINEMATOGRAPHY  KONSTANTIN MINDIA ESADZE   ART DIRECTOR  MAMUKA ESADZE    CASTING DIRECTOR  EKA MZHAVANADZE    COSTUME DESIGNER  KETEVAN KALANDADZE  1ST ASSISTANT DIRECTOR HANA MAKHMALBAF  
2ND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  ANNA MARIAKHINA   RUSUDAN CHKHONIA   SALOME JUGELI   EDITOR HANA MAKHMALBAF   MARZIYEH MESHKINY  MUSIC BY GUJA BURDULI   TAJDAR JUNAID  DIRECTED BY MOHSEN MAKHMALBAF


