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As If I Am Not There is a story of a young school teacher from Sarajevo, Samira, whose life is shattered the day a Serbian soldier walks into 
her apartment and orders her to pack her things. Shortly after the onset of the Bosnian War, her village is invaded by the Serbian army: the 
men are executed, and the women are rounded up and cast into servitude.  Imprisoned in a warehouse in a remote region of Bosnia with 
the other women from the village, Samira quickly learns the rules of camp life: do not think of life on the outside...do not think about the past 
or the future...do not worry about other people...do not stand out...keep your mind occupied... and above all...do not believe the rumors you hear. 
The day she is picked out to “entertain” the soldiers, the real nightmare begins. In a cruel and barbaric environment run by an army without 
a moral compass, Samira’s beauty is her curse. With nothing left and facing the constant threat of death, she struggles against the hatred 
she sees all around her.  She soon realizes that surviving means more than staying alive, and finds the strength to endure violent displace-
ment, sexual assault, and the hatred around her. Although difficult to watch, As If I Am Not There is a harrowing war story in which new 
director Juanita Wilson ensures that the film speaks intelligently and powerfully about war-time behavior and the plight of women in a 
manner that encompasses much more than any single individual. This film is especially impressive given the fact that the role of director 
and lead actress are filled by individuals to whose feature film debuts are this picture.

Irish director, Juanita Wilson, studied Fine Art at the National College of Art and Design in Paris and Journalism at the Dublin Institute of Technology. Not 
afraid to take on strong subjects and driven by a desire to discover and explore what it means to be human, her work to date combines her love of image-
making with her desire to tell powerful stories about the resilience of the human spirit.  Wilson‘s first Oscar-nominated film The Door (2009) received 
worldwide critical acclaim both for its moving story and cinematic imagery. As If I Am Not There premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival (2010) 
and went on to win the prestigious Silver Pyramid at the Cairo International Film Festival (2010) and was nominated for Most Valuable Film of the Year at 
Berlinale European Cinema for Peace.
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